Yearly Report of the Journal of the Sylvia Townsend Warner Society  

The 2025 Journal was published online in December 2025 and printed copies were sent out before year’s end, though some members won’t have received them until 2026. We’ll try to ensure that the 2026 print Journal is a Christmas offering.
The 2025 Journal consisted mainly of previously unpublished items from the Dorchester Archive – notably three new ‘Kingdoms of Elfin’ stories, the libretto of an opera buffa, the start of a play, and some notes on Warner’s childhood that she dictated to Valentine Ackland in the 1960s. Another manuscript piece, the long poem titled  ‘Lament for Anne Moxon’, was included within an article about Grannie Moxon by Judith Stinton. I’m grateful to UCL Press for suspending in the case of the 2025 Journal a new protocol they’ve introduced, namely that journals they publish should include at least five original research pieces per year. They were able to do this partly because I told them that the 2026 Journal would include well over five such pieces, drawing as it will on the 2025 Society Lecture and the 2026 conference. Otherwise I would have attempted a dubious argument that pieces published and introduced from manuscript can be considered research pieces. 
This also seems a good place to thank UCL Press for sponsoring the drinks party after the Lolly Willowes conference keynote lecture. We have two other pieces of helpful news from UCL Press. First, it ‘has joined the Open Journals Collective (OJC), a new initiative that supports diamond open access journals through collective funding from libraries and institutions.’ I’m a little hazy on the details of the OJC, but it may perhaps increase our outreach. Second, the Journal has been accepted for ‘Scopus’, a commercial database for peer-reviewed literature. Our report from Scopus said that
 ‘The content of this journal impresses and is likely to interest SCOPUS users. But citations are very low and the editors/publisher need to take steps to raise the profile of the journal going forwards internationally. The worry is that it suffers a decline because the board/authorship are insufficiently broad. Normally journals making as limited an impact as this one are rejected, but the quality of the scholarship and the manifest research mission of the journal, reflected in the impressive published content, carry it through.’ 
It’s pleasing that they liked our quality and I’m not inclined to fret about the quantity of citations; if we cease to fit their criteria then so be it. I also received a very nice message from the former chair and secretary of the Alliance of Literary Societies congratulating us on the quality of the Journal and regretting that the ALS doesn’t have a prize for the best society journal.
It was cheering that we sold a good many back numbers of the Journal at the Lolly Willowes conference in May. The print copies live on in the English Department office at UCL, to be fished out occasionally. 
We received also sad news about the death of a former editor of the Journal, Peter Tolhurst. Judith Stinton will be contributing an obituary piece to the next issue. 

Peter Swaab, June 23 2026
