STW Society AGM 2026
Membership secretary report 
Having taken over as Membership Secretary at the 2025 AGM, I have done my best to reconcile membership data handed over from the previous Membership Secretary, from the Treasurer, and from my correspondence with members. As at June 2026, the total membership stands at 112 members, although 14 of these still owe subs for 2026, and 5 are honorary members. Most of our members are UK-based but we also have 8 members in the US, 4 from Germany, and one each from New Zealand, Japan, Norway, and the Netherlands. We have 20 new members since the last AGM. It seems that most new members find us via our Society website, although I have no data to prove this.

As a general principle, after email reminders, I have removed members who have not paid for the last two years, although records suggest that most of these had not paid for the last four years. However, in the vast majority of cases, people have paid when reminded, or have simply not replied, with the occasional member informing me that they no longer wish to remain a member of the Society. 

There is a parity issue between those who pay via their bank and those who pay via PayPal. Bank subs are due in January each year, whereas Paypal subs arrive annually from the original date of membership. In the light of this, I have allowed new members who join late in the year and who pay via bank transfer, to carry over their membership until the second January following. It would be helpful if we could have a general Committee decision on this. It would also be helpful to have a Committee decision on how long to allow members who have not paid their subs to remain as members. (For information, about two-thirds of our members pay via banking and one-third via Paypal. Most new members have paid by bank transfer.)

I would like to record my thanks to the Treasurer, John Wilkinson, both for stepping up when we were in need of filling this position part way through the year, but also for frequently providing me with financial data so that I can reconcile my membership list with subs paid. It is sometimes difficult to reconcile monies paid in with the membership list as bank references are often unclear. Difficulties remain with payments from abroad as international bank transfers are not tenable.

Hilary Bedder
June 2026
		
		






